
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Kia ora parents and caregivers, 
 

As part of the transition from pre-school to Pirongia School, then from Junior School to 

Senior School an information booklet has been created to help inform parents. The 

purpose of this booklet is to keep learning at Pirongia School transparent and to 

encourage open communication between home and school.  
 

It is recommended that this booklet is kept safe, so that it can be used as a point of 

reference throughout your child's time in the Junior School. We look forward to 

working with you and your child in creating a learning pathway that is valued and meets 

the learning needs of each student and expectations of every whānau member.  
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact either your 

classroom teacher, team leader or myself. 
 

Kind regards, 
 

Helen Austin  

Deputy Principal 
  

 

Pirongia School F lag 
Our School Flag was designed in 2000  

by a year 8 pupil, Sam Gisler. The four 

colours representing the school houses  

(Kakapo, Kea, Kiwi, Tui) surround the black 

and white silhouette of Pirongia mountain. 
  

 

Welcome to Pirongia Junior School 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Pirongia Junior School Staff 

Contact Details 

Kelly Bicknell Principal kbicknell@pirongia.school.nz 

Debbie Mitchell Receptionist office@pirongia.school.nz 

Krista Bell Receptionist & Librarian librarian@pirongia.school.nz 

Keren Hale Finance Officer finance@pirongia.school.nz 

Dona Hobbs Deputy Principal (Senior School) dhobbs@pirongia.school.nz 

Helen Austin Deputy Principal (Junior School) haustin@pirongia.school.nz 

Tammy Eyre Room 10 Teacher teyre@pirongia.school.nz 

Sally McLuskie Room 9 Teacher smcluskie@pirongia.school.nz 

Dee Wilson Room 8 Teacher dwilson@pirongia.school.nz 

Debs Smith  
Room 7 Teacher 

Rātā Team Leader  
dsmith@pirongia.school.nz 

Chris Mahon Room 6 Teacher cmahon@pirongia.school.nz 

Ella Muckle Room 15 Teacher emuckle@pirongia.school.nz 

Denise Strathern 
Room 14 Teacher  

Tawa Team Leader 
dstrathern@pirongia.school.nz 

Sophie Gold Room 13 Teacher sgold@pirongia.school.nz 

Carly Price Room 12 Teacher cprice@pirongia.school.nz 

 

Contact Us 
 



  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Curriculum Decisions  
 

  

 
 Pirongia junior school curriculum focusses on a personalised learning approach  

that is relevant for each student. 
 

Where we begin: 

• Emphasis is to continue developing a strong mathematical and literacy base. 

• Finding and developing passions, talents and gifts of each student. 

• Working with the student and their whanau to know who they are and how we can 

best help them learn.  

 

 
  

 

The New Zealand Curriculum 
The N.Z.C guides teacher’s input into  

student’s learning pathways. 
 
 

1. Teaching knowledge and skills in a  

structured format that will enable  

students to reach their potential. 

2. Providing learning experiences that reflect the 

fast moving and changing world.  

3. Developing student’s ability to be creative and 

problem solve so they can successfully 

participate in the communities they live in. 
. 

  

 

Tataiako: Cultural Competencies for 
Teachers of Maori learners 

Tātaiako is about teachers’ relationships and 

engagement with Māori learners and with their 

whānau and iwi. It supports teachers to personalise 

learning for and with Māori learners, to ensure 

they enjoy education success as Māori.  

  

1. Ako: Practice in the classroom and beyond.  

2. Wānanga: Communication, problem solving, 

innovation. 

3. Whanaungatanga: Relationships (students, 

school-wide, community) with high expectations.  

4. Manaakitanga: Values – integrity, trust, 

sincerity, equity. 

5. Tangata Whenuatanga: Place-based, socio-

cultural awareness and knowledge. 
  

. 
  

 

- 
- 



  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Individualised Progress & Achievement 
  

 
 

P.A.T Testing 
(Year 3 & 4) 

Steps Web 
Literacy Skills Practise 

PAT testing provides teachers with valuable 

information on each student's strengths and 

helps us identify any gaps they may have in 

their learning.   

 

The end of year PAT testing informs 

teachers on how your child has captured and 

retained learning throughout the year.  

 

Tests include: 

Listening Comprehension (year 3 & 4) 

Reading Vocabulary (year 4) 

Maths (year 4) 

STEPS Web is a valuable tool teachers use to 

reinforce and consolidate literacy skills taught in 

the class. This programme supports language 

awareness of spelling patterns and rules, grammar 

including sentence structure, and extending 

vocabulary knowledge.  

 

Students work on ‘Assigned tasks' that match the 

learning focus in class each week, and are part of 

students' reading programme. Students complete 

a range of activities on each set of spelling words. 

This repetition helps the brain make connections 

so students can correctly recall the right spelling, 

eventually without needing to think about it. 

 

Students can access STEPS Web at home, so it's 

the perfect place to practise spelling words as 

part of homework.   

 School Entry  
Assessment 

Phonological  
Testing 

When students have been at school for one 

month in their first year of schooling, 

teachers will complete a series of 

assessments in order to better understand 

their students and enable them to plan for 

their individual learning.  

Parents are invited to go through this 

assessment with their classroom teacher. 

 

This will be completed at 20 weeks and 40 

weeks of school to ensure that children have 

the required knowledge of sounds that will 

help them with reading and writing. 

Observation  
Survey 

On the anniversary of their first year of 

schooling, students will complete an 

assessment to show their movement in 

learning. Parents are invited to come in to 

discuss this assessment. 

 



  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

Play Based Learning/Discovery Time Learning 
 

  

 
 

Rata Team – Year 0 to 2  
At Pirongia School we believe that play has a vital role to play in a child’s development. 

Neuroscience research has identified an important link between learning through play, 

physical movement and the successful development of key executive functioning skills as 

paramount for the adult workforce.  

 

Through play children learn many skills that will set them up for deeper learning later on in 

their schooling. The classroom environment is set up to encourage children to develop their 

oral language, knowledge, skills, attitudes and values and help them strive towards their 

greatest potential. While children play they learn to solve problems, manage themselves to 

make decisions, communicate their needs and wants, share and negotiate with others. They 

develop their curiosity in all curriculum areas and learn to reflect on their learning and the 

skills they are developing.   

 

Opportunities to explore, discover and experiment underpin cognitive development. Hands on 

exploration gives time for children to practise, test, construct and deconstruct their ideas 

and theories. They are able to ask questions and build understanding. Children can take 

responsibility for their own learning. They learn that not knowing and being uncertain is part 

of the process of being a good learner. These experiences help to develop their sense of 

identity, self-worth, confidence and enjoyment. A child learns best when they are interested 

and a play-based approach allows us to hook into these interests.  

 

During this time individuals or small groups of children are taken aside to work with the 

teacher on specific skills such as reading, writing or mathematical concepts. This helps meet 

needs more specific to the learner.  There are also times in the day where whole class 

instruction takes place, for example when learning phonics/alphabet or reading a shared book. 

 

- -
-
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Rata Team Timetable  
 

  

 
 

Year 0 to 2 Classes - Weekly Overview 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9:00am Morning Roll, Daily Notices, Karakia, Waiata, Oral Language  

9:05am Numeracy 

Oral Language 

 

Numeracy  

Oral Language 

 

Numeracy  

Oral Language 

 

Numeracy 

Oral Language  

 

Spelling Testing 

Poems 

 

10:00am Healthy Fruit Snack & Fitness  

10:10am Literacy Literacy Literacy Literacy Numeracy 

 

10:55am Morning Tea Time 

11:20am Literacy Literacy Literacy Literacy TRACK 

Assemblies 

12:40pm Lunch Time 

1:25pm 

 

 

 

 

Play 

The Arts 

Science 

Physical 

Education 

Māori 

Social Sciences 

Play 

The Arts 

Science 

Physical 

Education 

Māori 

Social Sciences 

Play 

The Arts 

Science 

Physical 

Education 

Māori 

Social Sciences 

 

Play 

The Arts 

Science 

Physical 

Education 

Māori 

Social Sciences 

 

Class Golden 

Time 

House Hui 

School Singing 

School Assembly 

2:45pm Classroom Pack Up Time, Afternoon Duties, Karakia 

2:55pm Home Time 

 

A Note from the Team Leader 
Starting school is a big moment in a child and parent’s life so it is important for us to provide a safe and caring 

environment that supports the transition from pre-school to school.  Building positive relationships and 

communication with whanau forms a large part of our role in Rātā Team.    

Our daily programme reflects our understanding that each child is special and brings their own strengths with them 

to school.  Opportunities are provided in our daily programme for children to explore the visual arts, music, dance, 

physical education and sports, Te Reo and science.  Rātā Team is all about getting a good taste for what’s to come!  

Routines are a big part of our day.  Children learn how our school works and what is expected of them through our 

school values. We place an importance on reading, writing and maths and our daily programme  

reflects this. Opportunities are provided during the day for children to  

engage in play. Children are encouraged and taught how to  

manage themselves, solve problems, get along with others and  

think creatively. We also believe that spending time on the  

little things will help children as they move through the school  

and equip them with the necessary skills to develop into  

life-long learners.   

Debs Smith 
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Tawa Team Timetable 
 

  

 
  Year 3 & 4 Classes - Weekly Overview 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9:00am Morning Roll, Daily Notices, Karakia, Waiata, Pepeha, Te Reo 

9:15am Numeracy Numeracy Numeracy Numeracy 

 
Kapa Haka/Te Reo 

Literacy 

Poems 

Spelling Testing 

10:00am Healthy Fruit Snack 

10:10am Literacy Literacy Literacy Literacy Literacy 

10:55am Morning Tea Time 

11:20am Literacy  
Term 1 Swimming 

Literacy 
 Term 1 Swimming 

Literacy 
Term 1 Swimming 

Literacy 
Term 1 Swimming 

Swimming 

Literacy 

Curious Kids 

12:40pm Lunch Time 

1:25pm 

 

 

 

 

The Arts 

Science 

PE 

Māori 

Social Sciences 

Circle Time 

Values Learning 

Curious Kids 

The Arts 

Science 

PE 

Māori 

Social Sciences 

Circle Time 

Values Learning 

Curious Kids 

Team Time 

 The Arts 

Science 

PE 

Māori 

Social Sciences 

Circle Time 

Values Learning 

Curious Kids 

The Arts 

Science 

PE 

Māori 

Social Sciences 

Circle Time 

Values Learning 

Curious Kids 

Finishing Off 

PE 

House Hui 

School Singing 

School Assembly 

2:45pm Classroom Pack Up Time, Afternoon Duties, Karakia 

2:55pm Home Time 

 

A Note from The Team Leader 
Tawa Team's year 3 and 4 students are curious. They ask lots of questions and are learning a 

range of skills, including extending their literacy and numeracy skills, to seek answers.  

Our morning programmes heavily invests in building strong readers, writers, spellers and 

mathematicians. Using reading skills students build a wider general knowledge, richer  

    vocabulary range and a broader understanding of different types of books written for a  

    range of reasons. They are developing skills to help them access information that they 

     can use in other curriculum areas. They use their reading skills to investigate a wide  

      range of topics, and as they gather information, they are learning to take notes to help  

         them record and then share their new understandings as part of written reading  

            projects. Students are extending their knowledge of numbers to help them face  

            more challenging problems and they are learning to solve them using more complex  

             strategies. Tawa Team offers a range of rich experiences including camp, biannual  

              productions, Curious Kids and a range of sporting opportunities.   

        They are On Track and acquiring skills to be Capable, Confident and Connected learners. 

         Denise Strathern 



  
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Mountain of Opportunities  
 

  

 
 

Junior School 
Sporting Opportunities: 

 

• Touch Rugby  

• Miniball/Basketball 

• Lower Waipā Winter Champs (year 3 & 4 rugby, 

netball, football and golf for selected students) 

• Junior School Swimming Display  

• Senior School Swimming Sports (selected 8 yr olds) 

• Lower Waipā Swimming Sports  

• Junior Cross Country (5 to 7 year olds) 

• Senior Cross Country (8 to 13 year olds) 

• Junior School Athletics (5 to 7 yr olds) 

• Senior School Athletics (8 to 13 year olds) 

• Lower Waipā Athletics 

• Weetbix Tryathlon  

• Lunch time Inter-House Competitions 

• Links to Pirongia Netball Club 

• Links to Pirongia Junior Rugby Club  

• Links to local Football Clubs 

• Links to Pirongia Golf Club 

• Links to Pirongia Tennis Club 

• Junior Jump Jam 

  

Pirongia School Houses & Inter-House Competitions 
Every student in the school is placed in a house on enrolment. The interhouse competition 

builds a sense of belonging and involvement in school activities, with a healthy rivalry and fun 

aspect. The colour of each ribbon has a further significance representing key characteristics 

Pirongia Community would like their children to leave school with. Students are involved with 

sporting, academic and cultural interhouse competitions throughout the year.   

 
 

 

Kakapo Kiwi Kea Tui 
Kia Wehi 

Values  

 

This represents our 

heart, our culture and 

values. 
 

Kia Ora  

Wellbeing & Attitude 

 

 Symbolic of ensuring 

students hauora is 

taken care of along 

the journey. 
 

Kia Maia 

Strength 

 

Symbolic of the Waipa 

river which flows 

beside our village. 
 

Kia Mōhio 

Thinking & Learning 

 

Symbolic of the 

learning we’re making 

together towards our 

summits, the best 

each of us can 

achieve. 

 

- - - - 



  
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Mountain of Opportunities  
 

  

 
 

 

Junior School Trips Tawa Team Camp 
Throughout the year your child may be 

involved with a couple of trips that link 

directly to classroom learning.  

At the beginning of the year, Years 0 to 2 

classes go on a bush walk on Pirongia 

Mountain along the Mangakara track.  

These trips are a great way to enhance the 

classroom learning and offers a different 

approach to education.  

 

Tawa Team students have the opportunity to 

experience a rich range of activities at Camp 

Raglan. Students are challenged to use their 

TRACK Values and skills from their Capability 

Backpacks to step out of their comfort zone, test 

their abilities, problem solve and enjoy success in 

a supportive crew of teachers, camp parent 

helpers and fellow students. Strong friendships 

and working relationships are built on camp.  

And it's a lot of fun! 

 
 

 
Camp and Class Trips Benefits: 

• Building our team spirit 

• Offer students a wide range of challenges 

• Provide students with new opportunities  

• Develop strategies of how to face challenges outside their comfort zone 

• Provide experiences that students can draw on in classroom learning 

• Provide opportunities that offer students the chance to take calculated 

risks that require them to draw on the Key Competencies (NZ Curriculum)  

• Provide students with opportunities to problem solve and support one 

another using our “on TRACK” school values.  
 



  
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

Mountain of Opportunities  
 

  

 
 

 

Music Lessons 
Pirongia School provides an ‘Out-of-Hours’ music programme for students Year 4 and above. Learners in 

the scheme are taught to play their instruments in 30 minute lessons after school, in a group of 2-6, 

depending on Ministry of Education funding requirements and the range of ability levels in that 

instrument. The day and time for each instrument is set at the beginning of the year to work in with the 

tutors’ timetables and may be changed mid-year depending on other commitments. 

There is an expectation that students remain committed to the Pirongia School Symphonic Band for the 

year, with the exception of Bass guitar and Percussion students. Entry into the band for these players 

will depend on numbers, and will be based on seniority (preference being given to Year 7 &amp; 8 

students) and length of time learning. The band attends the  

annual Waikato Intermediate and Primary Schools Music  

Festival. We also put on concerts for the school community,  

including performing at the final assembly. 

Tutors are contracted on a yearly basis and the fees paid  

by the students form the basis of the tutors’ wages. No  

refunds are given for students who withdraw from the  

music programme.  

Band Rehearsals—Thursdays—students must bring  

instruments to school on this day. 

For any queries please contact Jono Gemmell directly. 

Kapa Haka 

Pirongia School offers Kapa Haka to Year 3 to 8 students.  

Kapa Haka is held on Thursdays at 10:15am to 10:55am in our school hall. Students opt in and sign up to 

Kapa Haka. The students get to have a few taster sessions before making the decision to commit to the 

group or not. The Kapa Haka group have a main performance at the end of year at the Waipa Kapa Haka 

Festival and will also have a couple of other performances throughout the year to the school.  

 
 

 



 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Capability Backpack 
 

  

 
 

Our ‘Capability Backpack’ holds the capabilities that we want children to learn, know, develop 

and master as they journey through their school years at Pirongia School.  Research highlights 

that a dual focus on academics and capabilities is critical for children’s success.  Mastery of 

such traits predicts our children’s future success, if not better, than academic success alone. 

The world our children live in is very different to what it was like when we were growing 

up.  It is no longer enough to just learn “facts”.  No one knows exactly what life will be like for 

today’s children when they become adults, but we do know that they will need to develop a 

range of capabilities so that they can adapt and function well in the world. 

The capabilities are not just for school but for life. Our children use and strengthen these 

capabilities in many different situations outside of school; at home, at sport, at church, at 

cultural occasions, and eventually in their chosen career. 



  
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  



  
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



  
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  



  
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



  
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 


