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Our attendance has been awesome this term!  I just analysed our attendance
data, and as we stand today, our students on average have attended 91% of
the term.  This is a great result and well above the national average!  Term
one has always historically been our best term, in terms of attendance, with
less illness.  However, what is clear from our data, if children can be at school,
they are!  Way to go everyone! 
On 'illness', I would also like to thank parents for keeping sick children home
to recover.  In the long run, it helps our attendance as it stops the spread of
illness to others. 

Kia ora family and friends of Pirongia School,

Well done to our
amazing swim team

who all swam so well at
the Waikato Full

Primary event last
week! Super effort!  

Final whistle blows for
touch teams and mini

ball teams!
A massive thank you to our
parents who helped out out touch
teams this term.  We had 9 school
touch teams play this summer
which was awesome to see. 
 Pictured is one our year 1 and 2
touch teams.  Unfortunately, floor
repairs at the Events Centre
reduced the number of miniball
teams able to play this term.  We
did however have a junior team of
superstars play and take out the
entire competition!  Way to go!

Before and after school
care farewells Tylar and

Geralyn

Tylar and Geralyn have been lovely
familiar faces at before and after
school care for many years now. 
 Geralyn for about 5 years and Tyler
about 7 years.  Over that time, they
have looked after many children and
this we thank them for!  When I
chatted to Tylar yesterday, she said she
is taking a lot of wonderful memories
away with her! 

Laille is the owner/manager of the
'Safe and Happy Club' and we are very
excited to have Laille base herself her
at Pirongia School.  She will be seeking
new staff in the near future.  Laille has
also been a teacher aide for many
years at TAPS and I know they (TAPS)
were sad to see her go.  
Welcome Laille!

Term 1 - Boxing

Our term of boxing has now finished with four year 8
boys all the better for their time spent at the Te
Awamutu Boxing Academy.  Well done to Cooper who
was selected by the trainers for showing the most
progress over the 10 week course!  Our group of girls
begin next term!



The Ministry of Education have provided a 'free' Teacher only day to every
NZ school that must be taken in the first two weeks of term 2.  The
purpose; to work through the changes of the new curriculum documents. 
 If I am going to be completely honest, I was in two minds about this.  At
Pirongia School, we had made a great start to the curriculum refresh last
year so I didn't feel an urgent need to provide further professional
development.  However, of course, there is always more professional
learning that can be done.  I was also hesitant because I want children at
school learning as much as possible and realise that school closures, of any
type, can have an impact on families and learning.  This being said, most
schools within the cluster have scheduled a TOD for the first Monday of
the term, including the college.  The thinking behind scheduling it for
Monday is that Tuesday is ANZAC day (public holiday).  In line with other
local schools, we will utilise this day for professional learning.  As a result,
the first official day of Term 2 for students will be on Wednesday 26th April.   
I will however replace our Term 4 scheduled TOD for this TOD ie there will
no longer be a TOD in Term 4.  This particular TOD was granted by the
MOE and is not required to be made up in the school yearly calendar, like
other teacher only days are.  This brings our final day of the school year
forward by one day to Friday 15th December (no longer Monday 18th
December).   
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Teacher Only Day - A repeat of last week's message

Our two new
classrooms

All the paper work is done and building firms are beginning the tender process for
our two new classrooms!  Thanks to our architect Matt Whitmarsh for listening to
design ideas and ensuring our classrooms are designed to not only meet our needs
today but also in the future.  As part of this project, we will also see the removal of
the current caretakers shed and the building of a new caretakers close to the pool. 

Room 4 cooked Hot Cross buns
with Miss Spence.....Yummy!

It has been a fantastic term of learning
here at Pirongia School.  The year
began with classes creating routines,
expectations and a positive team
culture.  Teachers then turned their
attention to learning assessments and
needs analysis.  We were able to
cement learning goals at Learning
Conferences with a fantastic turnout of
parents -  95%.  Our learning
programmes have focused on core
learning, identity, and our capabilities.
Kahikatea and Kawaka have
showcased some of their Core Plus
more learning.  This is where we take
our key skills of literacy and numeracy
and apply them to the areas of social
sciences, health, PE and the arts.  Add
to this dance clubs, music clubs,
sports, camps, swimming, Life
Education, environmental education,
school values, the senior exploration
programme and class trips!  Wow
what a great term!  And guess what,
term 2 has much more in store!WE CAN'TWE CAN'T

WAITWAIT



Rata Team 
Room 6:  Arna - For contributing to our classroom environment by always showing kindness and respect to your classmates and                     
equipment. You are always eager to help others, keep it up!           
Room 6: Harrison - For the positive contributions that you make to our class. You are kind and caring, and you think about how others are 
feeling.  
Room 7: Theo - for always showing respect in the classroom, you know our school values and are always on TRACK. What a great role  
model you are to others.  
Room 7: Ellie– for knowing our TRACK values well and demonstrating these each day. Especially your positive attitude you have              
towards your learning, you work hard every day. 
Room 8: Mabel  - for always being on TRACK, with your learning, friendships, kindness towards others and the positive attitude you              
display towards everything, everyday. You are amazing!  
Room 9: Isla E - For your amazing start to school  You have a positive attitude and always give everything a go.  Well done!  
Room 10: Riley - For confidently contributing to our class discussions.  You think carefully before sharing your ideas.  You also listen with 
respect to your classmatesÕ ideas.  Keep it up!  
Room 10: Callum -For your wonderful positive attitude.  You give everything a go with enthusiasm.  You enjoy exploring new interests and 
are a super star in our class!  
Tawa Team 
Room 12: Reece - For growing your confidence in writing, you are showing perseverance and a positive attitude towards writing on your 
own and are enjoying sharing your stories with others.  
Room 12: Theo F- For showing courage by taking risks in your learning.  You are trying really hard to read and write new words 
and it's great to see your enthusiasm when sharing your successes.  
Room 13: Erika - For being a fantastic contributor in Room 13. You consistently show kindness and respect towards others and are able to 
collaborate positively within your reading, writing, and maths groups. You bring such a positive energy to our class, keep it up!  
Room 13: Joseph R- For being a great communicator. You have shown your ability to think, articulate, and then communicate your 
thoughts and ideas when faced with new challenges. You have been a great role model for how we follow Nicky and HaroldÕs ABCDÕs, keep 
it up!  
Room 14: Madden - For top thinking about your learning. You are owning your learning journey by asking questions to check and clarify and 
to share your ideas. Wonderful!  
Room 14: Mason - For using your communication skills to share your learning and to solve problems.  You have had an impressive 
first term Mason. Kia Kaha.  
Room 15: Obie L-G-For the fantastic effort and determination you have put into your Curious Kids project this term. You have          
managed yourself well and shown integrity to develop a creation you are interested in. Well done, Obie!  
Room 15: Mila Rose - For the outstanding effort and motivation you have for learning. You show integrity every day and produce some 
great quality work. You have worked super hard on your Curious Kids project. Keep up the fantastic effort.  
Kahikatea Team 
Room 1: Lincoln Y - For your positive contributions to our classroom and team. Your kindness to team mates means so much and makes a 
difference to how they feel about school.  
Room 1: Lachie - You have been an important part of Room 1. You give your kindness to all and you are a friendly team mate. We wish you 
well at your new school.  
Room 3: Obie K- For showing a positive attitude towards your writing lately. We enjoy the energy and enthusiasm you bring to Rm 3 Obie  
Room 3: Piper —For being a kind and helpful student to others in our class and showing integrity to do the right thing when nobody's 
watching.  
Room 4: Nico - For always listening and sharing your ideas. In Room 4 we love seeing your enthusiastic, happy, friendly personality shine 
through in everything you do. You are a kind friend to all and always happy to support others. 
Room 4: Payton - For being a kind, fair and supportive member of our class. You always come to school with a positive attitude, great big 
smile and lovely respectful manner. 
Room 5: Lauren - Asking questions and researching your family history has been exciting for you. You have also gone the extra mile with 
your presentation. Well done!  
Room 5: Iris - You have thoroughly enjoyed the challenges set this term. Your outstanding inquiry project and the extra mile you go to in 
your bookwork is a reflection of this.  
Kawaka Hub 
Indy M-D: - This is for your effort and determination in Core +  More.  You are confident asking questions to make sure you  
understand and this shows in the writing you have produced. Awesome effort, Indy!  
Nate: -  This is for all of the hard work you have put into your core + more work. You are showing huge confidence in your work and that 
you are self aware of what you are learning Keep it up!  
Charlotte L: This is for all of the hard work and dedication that you have put into your core +  more work.  You are showing huge 
confidence in your work and learning abilities which is amazing to see. Keep up the amazing work!  
William: This is for starting to show some core leadership qualities within your learning and in Outdoor Education.  You show all of 
us that you are courageous in the way you give everything a your best no matter the activity.  
Cooper B: - This is for consistently giving things your best go and working hard in your Core classes. You are confident to contribute in 
workshops which shows your growing understanding in Maths and Literacy. Nick work, Cooper, keep it up!  
Cole: -  This is for the way you contribute positively in circle time and team hui. You show us all that you are self aware of the way you 
are feeling by the way you can express yourself accurately.  



 
 
POOL CLOSING:- The Pool is closed as from tomorrow.  
Pool keys must be returned asap. Thanks  
DISABLILITY CAR PARK REMINDER;- Unless you have a 
permit please refrain from using this park, it is required for 
valid users only. Thank you. 
LOST PROPERTY: - Please ensure you get along before  
Thursday afternoon to claim any items that may be on the 
racks. All named items are returned to owner so very helpful 
if items are. 

 
 
· 05th April—TRY-ATHLON-Kahikatea Team Camp Fundraiser 
· 05th April—Kawaka Team Celebration of Learning,              

Pot luck Dinner @ 5.30pm 
· 6th April—POOL IS CLOSED 
· 6th April—Term 1 Ends 
· 24th April—Teacher Only Day 
· 25th April—Anzac Day 
· 26th April—Term 2 Starts 

KAHIKATEA TEAM  

TRYATHLON TONIGHT! 
1st race 11+ yrs starts at 5pm 

$10 entry. 

You can register on the night. 

Spot prizes—Certificates—and an Iceblock for 
all participants. 

There will be a Sausage Sizzle $3 for 1 sausage 
or  $5 for 2  

The “Hoops & Scoops” icecream truck will be on 
site as well as a Bake sale 

COME ON DOWN. 

WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOU. 

Our 3 EASTER BASKETS RAFFLE WILL BE 
DRAWN TOMORROW. 

PRIZEWINNERS WILL BE PHONED AND 
KEEP AN EYE OUT ON FACEBOOK                     

FOR THE DRAWN NAMES. 

GOOD LUCK EVERYONE!! 

Thank you to everyone from Rata team 
who kindly donated items for the baskets. 

They look awesome!! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Waikato Full Primary Schools Swimming Sports: 
Last Friday, a team of 8 students took part in the WFPSA 
swimming sports.  
This was a great experience for our swimmers.  
Thank you to their parents that supported them on the 
day.  
 
Term 1 Touch: 
Touch has finished for another term. Our 9 touch teams 
did so well and developed some great skills. Thank you so 
much to the parents that helped coach and manage the 
teams.  
Special mention to our two Year 1 & 2 teams who were 
playing each other in the grand final. Pirongia Tigers           
managed to win by one try in an extra time drop off          
scenario where a player from both teams hops off the 
field every 15 seconds so you are left with only a couple of 
players.  
How exciting! Well done Pirongia School touch players! 
 
Term 1 Miniball - Year 1 & 2s: 
Miniball has finished for the term. Pirongia Magic came out 
on top, winning their final last night, 20-6!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dexter caught this Marlin in 95m of 
water off the coast of Raglan.   

It weighed 92.5kg!!  

Dexter caught this Marlin in 95m of 
water off the coast of Raglan.   

It weighed 92.5kg!!  

Nice work Dexter! 

 

 

 

 

WE ARE NEEDING MORE 4,5,6 YEAR OLD GIRLS TO PLAY THIS 
SEASON. 
PLEASE CONTACT NEIL FLORENCE BELOW IF AVAILABLE & 
KEEN. 
Please note; 4 year olds must have turned 4 on the 1st of January 



Easter Symbol 
Hunt 

The community association are 
running an Easter Symbol Hunt 
over the Easter Weekend. 
Design and make an Easter    
symbol to display in your garden 
or fence and let Ruth Webb know 
the location to draw up a map. 
Prizes are up for grabs for most creative symbols.  
Those out of the village can still take part as we have 
the community centre space to display them. 
For more details please contact Ruth Webb on 
0211316736 



Tautoko tā tātou kaitautoko/Please support our Sponsors 

 

PROVIDING QUALITY PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 
AND FRIENDLY SERVICE TO  

FARMERS AND RURAL BUSINESSES 
Please contact us for a free, no obliga on interview to 

discuss your accoun ng and financial requirements  
OTOROHANGA OFFICE:  07 873 7325 
TE AWAMUTU OFFICE:  07 870 1888 

FREEPHONE:  0800 482 928 or 0800 4 TAXATION  

1000 Franklin St Pirongia
07 871 9131

Wed – Sun 10am – 4pm

CYCADS, NZ ART & GIFTS

 

 

Professional tree care & maintenance, large tree specialists, 
all aspects of tree pruning, safe tree/stump removal,            
hazardous/storm damaged trees, tree/shrub planting 

Ph 0274 176 379 

Clip this advert and present to receive 
ONE FREE KIDS MEALS with one or more dining 

adults (VALID FOR 2023) 
815 Franklin Street,  

Pirongia,  
Phone 07 871 9838 

 


