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Phone: 07 871 9727  
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Kia ora parents and caregivers,  
 

As part of the transition from pre-school to Pirongia School, then  from Junior School to 

Senior S chool an information booklet has been created to help inform parents. The 

purpose of this booklet is to keep learning at Pirongia School transparent and to 

encourage open communication between home and school.  
 

It is recomme nded that this booklet is kept safe, so that it can be used as a point of 

reference throughout your child's time in the Junior S chool. We look forward to 

working with you and your child in creating a learning pathway that is valued and meets 

the learning n eeds of each student and expectations of every wh ƅnau member.  
 

If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact either your 

classroom teacher, team leader or myself.  
 

Kind regards , 
 

Helen Austin  

Deputy  Principal 
  

 

Nfolkdf^ Q`elli Di^d 
Our School Flag was designed in 2000  

by a year 8 pupil, Sam Gisler. The four 

colours representing the school houses  

(Kakapo, Kea, Kiwi, Tui) surround the black 

and white silhouette of Pirongia mountain. 
  

 

Welcome to Pirongia Junior School 
 

Pirongia Junior School 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Pirongia Junior School Staff 

Contact Details 

Kelly Bicknell Principal kbicknell@pirongia.school.nz 

Debbie Mitchell Receptionist office@pirongia.school.nz 

Krista Bell Receptionist & Librarian librarian@pirongia.school.nz 

Keren Hale Finance Officer finance@pirongia.school.nz 

Dona Hobbs Deputy Principal (senior school) dhobbs@pirongia.school.nz 

Helen Austin  Deputy  Principal (junior school) haustin@pirongia.school.nz  

Debs Smith  Year 0 -2 Team Leader  

Room 10 Teacher 
dsmith @pirongia.school.nz 

Aysha Singleton  Room 6 Teacher asingleton@pirongia.school.nz 

Anita Mills  Room 7 Teacher amills@pirongia.school.nz 

Dee Wilson  Room 8 Teacher dwilson@pirongia.school.nz 

Sally McLuskie  Room 9 Teacher smcluskie@pirongia.school.nz 

Denise Strathern  Year 3ð4 Team Leader  

Room 14 Teacher 
dstrathern @pirongia.school.nz 

Chris Mahon Room 12 Teacher cmahon@pirongia.school.nz 

Carla Innis  Room 12 Teacher cinnis@pirongia.school.nz 

Sarina Esteves  Room 13 Teacher sesteves@pirongia.school.nz 

Ella Muckle  Room 13 Teacher emuckle@pirongia.school.nz 
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Curriculum Decisions  
 

  

 
 

Pirongia Junior School 
 

Pirongia junior  school curriculum focus ses on a personalised learning approach  

that is relevant for each student.  
 

Where we begin :  

¶ Emphasis is to continue developing a strong mathematical and literacy base.  

¶ Finding and developing passions, talents and gifts of each student.  

¶ Working with the student and their whanau to know who they are and how we can 

best help them learn.  

 

 
  

 

The New Zealand Curriculum 
The N.Z.C guides teacher õs input into  

student õs learning pathways.  
 
 

1. Teaching knowledge and skills that will enable 

students to reach their potential.  

2. Providing learning experiences that reflect the 

fast moving and changing world.  

3. Developing studentõs ability to be creative and 

problem solve so they can successfully 

participate in the communities they live in.  
. 

  

 

Tataiako: Cultural Competencies for 
Teachers of Maori learners 

Tƅtaiako is about teachersõ relationships and 

engagement with M ƅori learners and with their 

whƅnau and iwi. It supports teachers to personalise 

learning for and  with M ƅori learners, to ensure 

they enjoy education success as M ƅori.  

  

1. Ako:  Practice in the classroom and beyond.  

2. Wƅnanga: Communication, problem solving, 

innovation. 

3. Whanaungatanga:  Relationships (students, 

school-wide, community) with high expectations.  

4. Manaakitanga:  Values ð integrity, trust, 

sincerity, equity.  

5. Tangata Whenuatanga:  Place-based, socio-

cultural awareness and knowledge.  
  

. 
  

 

- 
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Individualised Progress & Achievement 
  

 
 

Pirongia Junior School 
 

P.A.T Testing 
(Year 3 & 4) 

Steps Web 
Literacy Skills Practise 

These tests help inform teachers of gaps 

that students may have in their lear ning. 

Areas of interest include:  

 

¶ Listening (year 3 & 4)  

¶ Math s (year 4)  

¶ Reading Vocabulary (year 4)  

¶ Reading Comprehension (year 4)  

¶ Punctuation & Grammar (year 4)  

  

Every student õs progress in each subject is 

compared from year to year, giving an 

overview of student progress. Any concerns a 

teacher may have can be discussed with 

whƅnau at the first  Learning Conference.  

This is an individualised programme with a 

strong emphasis on language awareness. It is 

designed to develop vocabulary  and 

comprehension skills. All activities are based 

on 'tried and true' teaching methodology and  

established research into how literacy is 

acquired. The activities  provide practice with 

reading and spelling words, using them in 

context  and, in some cases, matching words 

with clues or definitions.  

The StepsWeb  programme begins from Year 

3 onwards.  

 

 School Entry  
Assessment 

Mathletics  
Maths Skills Practise 

When students have been at school for one 

month in their first year of schooling, 

teachers will complete a series of 

assessments in order to better understand 

their students and enable them to plan for 

their individual learning.  

Parents are invited to go through this 

assessment with their classroom teacher.  

 

An individualised programme including well 

over 1,200 individual adaptive practice 

activities and eBooks available for all levels. A 

course that specifically follows the New 

Zealand curriculum, allowin g students to be  

able to access relevant and targeted content 

from year 1 ñ13.  
 

Strands, sub -strands and learning outcomes 

of th e curriculum are supported with 

activities, each with pre and post assessment. 

Mathletics contains an extensive library of 

eBooks for use on screen or as a printable 

resource, that are also linked to the  

requirements of the New Zealand curriculum.  
 

Mathletics is used in junior classes to support 

student learning. Students work on 

Mathletics independently as part of their 

maths rotations. This begins in Year 3.  

Observation  
Survey 

On the anniversary of their first year of 

schooling, students will complete an 

assessment to show their movement in 

learning. Parents are invited to come in to 

discuss this assessment.  

 



 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Play Based Learning/Discovery Time Learning 
 

  

 
 

Pirongia Junior School 
 

Rata Team ô Year 0 to 2  
At Pirongia School we believe that play has a vital role to play in a childõs development. 

Neuroscience research has identified an important link between learning through play, 

physical movement, and the successful development of key executive functioning skills as 

paramount for the adult workforce.  

 

Through play children learn many skills that will set them up for deeper learning later on in 

their schooling. The classroom environment  is set up to encourage children to develop their 

oral language, knowledge, skills, attitudes and values and help them strive towards their 

greatest potential. While children play they learn to solve problems, manage themselves to 

make decisions, communicate their needs and wants, share and negotiate with others. They 

develop their curiosity in all curriculum areas and learn to reflect on their learning and the 

skills they are developing.   

 

Opportunities to explore, discover and experiment underpin cogniti ve development. Hands on 

exploration gives time for children to practise, test, construct and deconstruct their ideas 

and theories. They are able to ask questions and build understanding. Children can take 

responsibility for their own learning. They learn that not knowing and being uncertain is part 

of the process of being a good learner.  These experiences help to develop their sense of 

identity, self -worth, confidence and enjoyment. A child learns best when they are interested 

and a play-based approach allows us to hook into these interests.  

 

During this time individuals or small groups of children are taken aside to work with the 

teacher on specific skills such as reading, writing or mathematical concepts. This helps meet  

needs more specific to the learn er .  There are also times in the day where whole class 

instruction takes place, for example when learning phonics/alphabet or reading a shared book.  

 



 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Learning and Thriving in a Digital World 
  

 
 

Pirongia Junior School 
 

New Zealand is a digital nation. Digital technologies are transforming how 

we live; shaping our homes and our workplaces, changing the way that we 

interact with each other and live our everyday lives. 

MOE 2017 
 

Educa 
Educa is a web-based portfolio of a child's growth and learning development. It allows 

parents and teac hers to share a child's learning journey. Pirongia School junior classes 

use Educa to promote, share and celebrate classroom learning through this online 

platform. This class blogging system allows parents, caregivers and whanau to view and 

comment on a range of photos, videos and written blurbs posted by classroom 

teachers regarding their studentõs learning journey at school. These posts (called 

òstoriesó) can be created as whole class posts for all students in the class, individual 

student posts for just one student and group posts for a small group of students. 

Educa allows the students and teachers to share work that is linked to curriculum 

goals.  

Search òCreate a Parent Storyó on YouTube to learn how to create a parent story 

about your childõs learning at home (eg. a photo/video of your child baking, making, 

creating).  

 

 

 
 

 



 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rata Team Timetable  
 

  

 
 

Pirongia Junior School 
 

Year 0 to 2 Classes - Weekly Overview 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

9:00am  Morning Roll, Daily Notices, Karakia, Waiata  

9:05am  Numeracy  

 

Numeracy  

 

Numeracy  

 

Numeracy  

 

Spelling Testing  

 

 

10:00am  Healthy Fruit Snack & Fitness  

10:1 0am Literacy  Literacy  Literacy  Literacy  Inquiry  

10:55am  Morning Tea Time  

11:20am  Literacy  Literacy  Literacy  Literacy  House Hui 

School Singing  

12:40pm  Lunch Time  

1:25pm  

 

 

 

 

Play 

The Arts  

Science 

Physical 

Education  

Mƅori 

Social Sciences  

Play 

The Arts  

Science 

Physical 

Education  

Mƅori 

Social Sciences  

Play 

The Arts  

Science 

Physical 

Education  

Mƅori 

Social Sciences  

 

Play 

The Arts  

Science 

Physical 

Education  

Mƅori 

Social Sciences  

 

Class Golden 

Time 

 

 

 

 

School Assembly  

2:45pm  Classroom Pack Up Time, Afternoon Duties, Karakia  

2:55pm  Home Time  

 

A Note from the Team Leader 
Starting school is a big moment in a child and parentõs life so it is important for us to provide a safe and caring 

environment that supports the transition from pre -school to school.  Building positive relationships and 

communication with whan au forms a large part of our role in Rata team.    

Our daily programme reflects our understanding that each child is special and brings their own strengths with them 

to school.  Opportunities are provided in our daily programme for children to explore the visual arts, music, dance, 

physical education and sports, Te Reo and science.  Rata team is all about getting a good taste for whatõs to come!  

Routines are a big part of our day.  Children learn how our school works and what is expected of them through ou r 

school values. We place an importance on reading, writing and maths and our daily programme  

reflects this.  Opportunities are provided during the day for children to  

engage in play.  Children are encouraged and taught how to  

manage themselves, solve problems, get along with others and  

think creatively.  We also believe that spending time on the  

little things will help children as they move through the school  

and equip them with the necessary skills to develop into  

life - long learners.   

Debs Smith  

 
  

 



 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Tawa Team Timetable 
 

  

 
 

Pirongia Junior School 
 

 Year 3 & 4 Classes - Weekly Overview 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

9:00am  Morning Roll, Daily Notices, Karakia, Waiata , Pepeha, Te Reo 

9:05am  Numeracy  Numeracy  Numeracy  Numeracy  Literacy  

Kapa Haka 

 

10:00am  Healthy Fruit Snack & Fitness  

10:1 0am Literacy  Literacy  Literacy  Literacy  Swimming 

House Hui 

School Singing  

10:55am  Morning Tea Time  

11:20am  Literacy  
Term 1 Swimming 

Literacy  
 Term 1 Swimming 

Literacy  
Term 1 Swimming 

Literacy  
Term 1 Swimming 

House Meetings  

School Singing  

12:40pm  Lunch Time  

1:25pm  

 

 

 

 

The Arts  

Science 

PE 

Mƅori 

Social Sciences  

Circle Time  

Values Learning 

Curious Kids 

The Arts  

Science 

PE 

Mƅori 

Social Sciences  

Circle Time  

Values Learning 

Curious Kids 

Team Time 

 The Arts  

Science 

PE 

Mƅori 

Social Sciences  

Circle Time  

Values Learning 

Curious Kids 

The Arts  

Science 

PE 

Mƅori 

Social Sciences  

Circle Time  

Values Learning 

Curious Kids 

Finishing Off  

PE 

Golden Time 

School Assembly  

2:45pm  Classroom Pack Up Time, Afternoon Duties, Karakia  

2:55pm  Home Time  

 

A Note from The Team Leader 
Tawa Team is home to Pirongia School's  Year 3 and Year 4 students. The majority 

of our students are aged 7 to 9  years old. This is an exciting time for students 

where they continue to build on the basic building blocks learned in Year 1 and 2 

and learn to apply these skills across all curriculum areas. Tawa students are 

curious. They enjoy investigating, exploring and discovering. They apply their 

thinking and literacy skills to research, learn and apply their new understandings in  

                                          project work. Year 3 and 4 students exp erience their  

                                                      first school camp. This is an ideal chance to build  

                                                      on Key Competencies that help them to solve  

                                                     problems in and out of the classroom a nd to  

                                                     develop stronger learning  habits in preparation  

                                                    for Y ear 5 and 6.    

                                                     Denise Strathern  
 



 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mountain of Opportunities  
 

  

 
 

Pirongia Junior School 
 

Year 3 & 4  
Sporting Opportunities: 

 

¶ Touch Rugby  

¶ Minib all 

¶ Hockey 

¶ Winter Champs Tournament Rugby  

¶ Winter ChampsTournament Netball  

¶ Winter Champs Tournament Football  

¶ Junior School Swimming Sports  

¶ Senior School Swimming Sports (8 yr olds & up)  

¶ Lower Waipa Swimming Sports  

¶ Whole School Cross Country  

¶ Junior School Athletics ( 5 to 7 yr olds)  

¶ Senior School Athletics (8 yr olds & up)  

¶ Lower Waipa Athletics  

¶ Weetbix Tryathlon  

¶ Lunch time Inter -House Competitions  

¶ Links to Pirongia Netball Club  

¶ Links to Pirongia Junior Rugby Club  

¶ Links to local Football Clubs  
 

 

Pirongia School Houses & Inter-House Competitions 
Every student in the school is placed in a house on enrolment. The interhouse competition 

builds a sense of belonging and involvement in school activities, with a healthy rivalry and fun 

aspect. The colour of each ribbon has a further significance representing key characteristics 

Pirongia Community would like their children to leave school with. Students are involved with 

sporting, academic and cultural interhouse competitions throughout the year.   

 
 

 

 

Kakapo 
 

Kiwi 
 

Kea 
 

             Tui 
 

Kia Wehi 

Values  

 

This represents our 

heart, our culture and 

values. 
 

.  

Kia Ora  

Wellbeing & Attitude 

 

 Symbolic of ensuring 

students hauora is 

taken care of along 

the journey. 
 

 

Kia Maia 

Strength 

 

Symbolic of the Waipa 

river which flows 

beside our village. 
 

 

Kia MƮhio 

Thinking & Learning 

 

Symbolic of the 

learning weõre making 

together towards our 

summits, the best 

each of us can 

achieve. 

 



 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mountain of Opportunities  
 

  

 
 

Pirongia Junior School 
 

 

Junior School Trips Tawa Team Camp 
Throughout the year your child may be 

involved with a couple of trips that link 

directly to classroom learning.  

At the beginning of the year, Years 0 to 2 

classes go on a bush walk on Pirongia 

Mountain along the Mangakara track.  

These trips are a great way to enhance the 

classroom learning and offers a different 

approach to education.  

 

We have a comprehensive Year 3 and 4 camp 

programme in line with our vision around the 

community and values. During your childõs time in 

Junior School (Tawa Team) they will experience 

an overnight camp in the first term of the year, 

offering opportunities and experiences that will 

challenge them at their own pace.  

Camp Raglan is a favourite venue for Tawa Team 

Camp, offering a wide range of fun outdoor 

activities close to a beach environment. Parent 

volunteers are a key part of our programmes. 

Those that volunteer are required to be police 

vetted (unvetted volunteers can be vetted 2 

months prior to camp date). 

 
 

 
A^jm ^ka Ai^pp Rofmp @bkbcfqp8 

¶ Building our team spirit  

¶ Offer students a wide range of challenges  

¶ Provide students with new opportunities  

¶ Develop strategies of how to face challenges outside their comfort zone  

¶ Provide experiences that students can draw on in classroom learning  

¶ Provide opportunities that offer students the chance  to take calculated 

risks that require them to draw on the Key Competencies (NZ Curriculum)  

¶ Provide students with opportunities to problem solve and support one 

another using our òon TRACKó school values.  

 


