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Welcome to Pirongia Junic

Kia ora parents and caregivers,

As part of the transition from pre-school to Pirongia School, then from Junior School to
Senior S chool an information booklet has been created to help inform parents. The
purpose of this booklet is to keep learning at Pirongia School transparent and to

encourage open communication between home and school.

It is recomme nded that this booklet is kept safe, so that it can be used as a point of
reference throughout your child's time in the Junior S chool. We look forward to
working with you and your child in creating a learning pathway that is valued and meets
the learning n eeds of each student and expectations of every wh  bnau member.

If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact either your
classroom teacher, team leader or myself.

Kind regards,

TOGETHER WE CLIMB

Helen Austin r v
PIKIA TO TATOU MAUNGA

Deputy Principal

AN

Our School TRACK Values

These. strongly held valyes gre what
. Pirongia Schoo| community
think are important and desirable
It is these valyes that weave |
through all oyur decision making and
interactions gt school.
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Contact Us

Pirongia Junior School Staff

Contact Details

Kel ly Bi d Princiopal kbickperlbngi a.
Debbie Mi{ Receptioni of fice@pirongi
Krista B Receptioni st l i brarian@piro
Keren Ha Finance Off] finance@pirong

Dona HobjDepuRryi ngésegmabr dhobbs@pirongi

Helen Austin Deputy Principal G uns o ho haustin@pirongia.school.nz

Debs Smith Year 0-2 Team Leader

Room 10 Teacher dsmith @pirongia.school.nz

Aysha Singleton Room 6 Teacher asingleton@pirongia.school.nz
Anita Mills Room 7 Teacher amills@pirongia.school.nz
Dee Wilson Room 8 Teacher dwilson@pirongia.school.nz

Sally McLuskie Room 9 Teacher smcluskie @pirongia.school.nz
Denise Strathern Ye;ro?;? I;?'Zalc_:iz(:er dstrathern @pirongia.school.nz
Chris Mahon Room 12 Teacher cmahon@pirongia.school.nz
Carla Innis Room 12 Teacher cinnis@pirongia.school.nz
Sarina Esteves Room 13 Teacher sesteves@pirongia.school.nz

Ella Muckle Room 13 Teacher

emuckle@pirongia.school.nz

Pirongia Junior School



Curriculum Decisions

Pirongia junior school curriculum focus ses on a personalised learning approach
that is relevant for each student.

Where we begin :

1 Emphasis is to continue developing a strong mathematical and literacy base.

1 Finding and developing passions, talents and gifts of each student.

1 Working with the student and their whanau to know who they are and how we can
best help them learn.

The New Zealand Curricul

The N.Z.C guides teacher & mput into
student & learning pathways.

. Teaching knowledge and skills that will enable
students to reach their potential.
2. Providing learning experiences that reflect the
fast moving and changing world.
3. Devel oping studentds ab
problem solve so they can successfully
participate in the communities they live in.

Tachers of Mialearners

Tbtaiako is about teacher
engagement with M bori learners and with their
whbnau and iwi. It supports teachers to personalise
learning for and with M bori learners, to ensure

they enjoy education success as M bori.

1. Ako: Practice in the classroom and beyond.

42. Wb n a n §anmunication, problem solving,

innovation.

. Whanaungatanga: Relationships (students,

school-wide, community) with high expectations.

4. Manaakitanga: Values d integrity, trust,
sincerity, equity.

5. Tangata Whenuatanga: Place-based, socio-

cultural awareness and knowledge.

Pirongianior School



Individualised Progress & Ach
P.A.T Testing

Steps Web

(Year 3 & 4)

These tests help inform teachers of gaps
that students may have in their lear ning.
Areas of interest include:

Listening (year 3 & 4)

Math s (year 4)

Reading Vocabulary (year 4)
Reading Comprehension(year 4)
Punctuation & Grammar (year 4)

= =4 -4 —a -

Every student & progress in each subject is
compared from year to year, giving an
overview of student progress. Any concerns
teacher may have can be discussed with
whbnau at the first  Learning Conference.

School Entry

Assessment

Literacy Skills Pra

This is an individualised programme with a
strong emphasis on language awareness. It is
designed to develop vocabulary and
comprehension skills. All activities are based
on 'tried and true' teaching methodology and
established research into how literacy is
acquired. The activities provide practice with
reading and spelling words, using them in
context and, in some cases, matching words
with clues or definitions.

The StepsWeb programme begins from Year
3 onwards.

Mathletics
Maths Skills Prac

When students have been at school for one
month in their first year of schooling,
teachers will complete a series of
assessments in order to better understand
their students and enable them to plan for
their individual learning.

Parents are invited to go through this
assessment with their classroom teacher.

Observation

Survey

On the anniversary of their first year of
schooling, students will complete an
assessment to show their movement in
learning. Parents are invited to come in to
discuss this assessment.

An individualised programme including well
over 1,200 individual adaptive practice
activities and eBooks available for all levels. A
course that specifically follows the New
Zealand curriculum, allowin g students to be
able to access relevant and targeted content
fromyear 1 fi 13.

Strands, sub -strands and learning outcomes
of th e curriculum are supported with
activities, each with pre and post assessment.
Mathletics contains an extensive library of
eBooks for use on screen or as a printable
resource, that are also linked to the
requirements of the New Zealand curriculum.

Mathletics is used in junior classes to support
student learning. Students work on
Mathletics independently as part of their
maths rotations. This begins in Year 3.

Pirongia Junior School



Play Based Learning/Discovery Time
Rata Te@ear O to 2

At Pirongia School we believe that play has 3
Neuroscience research has identified an important link between learning through play,

physical movement, and the successful development of key executive functioning skills as
paramount for the adult workforce.

Through play children learn many skills that will set them up for deeper learning later on in
their schooling. The classroom environment is set up to encourage children to develop their
oral language, knowledge, skills, attitudes and values and help them strive towards their
greatest potential. While children play they learn to solve problems, manage themselves to
make decisions, communicate their needs and wants, share and negotiate with others. They
develop their curiosity in all curriculum areas and learn to reflect on their learning and the
skills they are developing.

Opportunities to explore, discover and experiment underpin cogniti ve development. Hands on
exploration gives time for children to practise, test, construct and deconstruct their ideas

and theories. They are able to ask questions and build understanding. Children can take
responsibility for their own learning. They learn that not knowing and being uncertain is part
of the process of being a good learner. These experiences help to develop their sense of
identity, self -worth, confidence and enjoyment. A child learns best when they are interested

and a play-based approach allows us to hook into these interests.

During this time individuals or small groups of children are taken aside to work with the
teacher on specific skills such as reading, writing or mathematical concepts. This  helps meet
needs more specific to the learn er. There are also times in the day where whole class
instruction takes place, for example when learning phonics/alphabet or reading a shared book.

Pirongia Junior School



Learning affariving in a Digital W

a digital nati on. Di gi

New Zeal and i s

we | ive; shaping our homes and our wi

i nteract with each other and | ive oul
MOE 2¢C

Educa is a web-based portfolio of a child's growth and learning development. It allows
parents and teac hers to share a child's learning journey. Pirongia School junior classes
use Educa to promote, share and celebrate classroom learning through this online
platform. This class blogging system allows parents, caregivers and whanau to view and
comment on a range of photos, videos and written blurbs posted by classroom
teachers regarding their studentodos | earni
Ostoriesé) can be created as whole cl ass
student posts for just  one student and group posts for a small group of students.

Educa allows the students and teachers to share work that is linked to curriculum

goals.
Search o0Create a Parent
about your c hathordedey. alprota/video o ygpur child baking, making,

creating).

Storydéd on YouTube

Create a Parent Story
1 how parents can post onto their own child's Educa profile

1:27

The New Zealand

Digital Technology Curriculum
r digital

Pirongia School 7Ist Century
Classroom Promgtes

* Collaboration

* Creation

* Communication

* Connectiong

* Digital Citizenship
* Global Citizenship
* Problem Solving

* Cultural Diversity
* Inquiry

Compu‘ra‘rional thinking fo

technologies. -
Designing and developing digital

outcomes. . .
« Designing and developing material
outcomes. . ;
« Designing and developing processe

outcomes. o
Design and visual communications.

Pirongia Junior School



Rata Team Timetable
Year 0 to 2 Clas#émekly Overview

Monday \ Tuesday Wednesday \ Thursday \ Friday

Morning Roll, Daily Notices, Karakia, Waiata

Numeracy Numeracy Numeracy Numeracy Spelling Testing

10:00am Healthy Fruit Snack & Fitness

10:1 Oam Literacy Literacy Literacy Literacy Inquiry

10:55am Morning Tea Time

House Hui
School Singing

11:20am Literacy Literacy Literacy Literacy

Lunch Time

Play Play Play Play Class Golden
The Arts The Arts The Arts The Arts Time

Science Science Science Science
Physical Physical Physical Physical

Education Education Education Education
Mbor i Mbor i Mbor i Mbor i

Social Sciences Social Sciences | Social Sciences Social Sciences School Assembly

Classroom Pack Up Time, Afternoon Duties, Karakia

Home Time

A Note from Team Leader

Starting school is a big moment in a child and parentds
environment that supports the transition from pre -school to school. Building positive relationships and

communication with whan au forms a large part of our role in Rata team.

Our daily programme reflects our understanding that each child is special and brings their own strengths with them

to school. Opportunities are provided in our daily programme for children to explore the visual arts, music, dance,
physical educati on and sports, Te Reo and science. Rat
Routines are a big part of our day. Children learn how our school works and what is expected of them through ou r
school values. We place an importance on reading, writing and maths and our daily programme

reflects this. Opportunities are provided during the day for children to

engage in play. Children are encouraged and taught how to

manage themselves, solve problems, get along with others and

think creatively. We also believe that spending time on the

little things will help children as they move through the school

and equip them with the necessary skills to develop into

life -long learners.

Debs Smith

Pirongia Junior School



Tawa Team Timetable
Year 3 & 4 Clas¥ésekly Overview

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Morning Roll, Daily Notices, Karakia, Waiata

, Pepeha, Te Reo

Numeracy Numeracy Numeracy Numeracy Literacy
Kapa Haka

10:00am Healthy Fruit Snack & Fitness
10:1 Oam Literacy

Literacy Literacy Literacy Swimming

House Hui
School Singing

10:55am Morning Tea Time

11:20am Literacy Literacy Literacy Literacy House Meetings
Term 1 Swimming Term 1 Swimming | Term 1 Swimming Term 1 Swimming School Singing
Lunch Time
The Arts The Arts Team Time The Arts Finishing Off
Science Science The Arts Science PE
PE PE Science PE Golden Time
Mbor i Mbor i PE Mbor i School Assembly
Social Sciences Social Sciences Mbor i Social Sciences
Circle Time Circle Time Social Sciences Circle Time
Values Learning Values Learning Circle Time Values Learning
Curious Kids Curious Kids Values Learning Curious Kids
Curious Kids
Classroom Pack Up Time, Afternoon Duties, Karakia

Home Time

A Note from The Team Leader

Tawa Team is home to Pirongia School's Year 3 and Year 4 students. The majority
of our students are aged 7 to 9 years old. This is an exciting time for students
where they continue to build on the basic building blocks learned in Year 1 and 2
and learn to apply these skills across all curriculum areas. Tawa students are
curious. They enjoy investigating, exploring and discovering. They apply their
thinking and literacy skills to research, learn and apply their new understandings in
project work. Year 3 and 4 students exp erience their
first school camp. This is an ideal chance to  build
on Key Competencies that help them to solve
Jproblems in and out of the classroom a nd to

“f develop stronger learning habits in preparation

Denise Strathern

Pirongia Junior School



Mountain of Opportunitie

Year3 &4
Sporting Opportuniti

Touch Rugby
Minib all
Hockey
Winter Champs Tournament Rugby

Winter ChampsTournament Netball

Winter Champs Tournament Football

Junior School Swimming Sports

Senior School Swimming Sports (8 yr olds & up)
Lower Waipa Swimming Sports

Whole School Cross Country

Junior School Athletics ( 5to 7 yr olds)

Senior School Athletics (8 yr olds & up)

Lower Waipa Athletics

Weetbix Tryathlon

Lunch time Inter -House Competitions

Links to Pirongia Netball Club

Links to Pirongia Junior Rugby Club

Links to local Football Clubs

Pirongia School Housesi&usgeCompetition

Every studeahooln itsheplaced in a house on enro
builds a sense of belonging and involvement i
aspect. The colour of each ribbon has a furntls
Pirongia Communi tghiwlodirl @n |ti k el ¢ dhvee rschool witf
sporting, academic and cultur al i nterhouse <co

Year 0to 7
Sporting Opportunmes:

° TOUCh Rquy
*  Minibql|

Junior Schoo Athletics
Weetbix Tryathlon

* Lunch time I
* Links to Piro
* Links to Piro
* Links to loca

nfef‘—HOUSe Com _

. etit
hgia Netbq| Clubp ons
ngia Junior Ry,

gby ¢l
I Footbal| Clubs Y b
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Mountain of Opportunitie

Junior School Trif Tawa Team Camp

Throughout the year We have a comnMprae h 8ncaimge 4
involved with a coupljprogramme in |Iine with o
directly to classroomcommunity and val ueds .t iDmug
At the beginning of tlJunioho@®Tawa Tdhaam) wadper i
classes go on a bush jJan overnight camp in the
Mountain along the Mgoffering opportunities a
These trips ayeta g@migchall enge them at their
classroom | earning anfgCamp Raglan is a favour.i
approach to educatioJCamp, of fering a wide ra
activitiea bcelaocshe eenoPiar en§
voluntearkewrpart of our
Those that veolruemgtueeredart o
vettemvdtted volunteers
months prior )to camp dat

A m ~ka Ai *pp
Building our team spirit

Offer students  a wide range of challenges

Provide students with new opportunities

Develop strategies of how to face challenges outside their comfort zone
Provide experiences that students can draw on in classroom learning
Provide opportunities that offer students the chance to take calculated
risks that require them to draw on the Key Competencies (NZ Curriculum)

9 Provide students with opportunities to problem solve and support one
anotherusingour 0 on TRACKO school val up

= =4 8 —a & 9
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