Term 1 Week 4

Wednesday 23 February 2022

This is how school singing rolls these
days, lucky neighbours for sure

Nurturing Confident, Connected and Capable Learners
Kia ora Pirongia whānau
As I write this week’s newsletter, we are yet to have a confirmed positive case of covid-19 at our
school. This has meant that our school has had the best start to the school year with little
disruption. Thanks so much for your continued support in this area. This week, like others, I have
included up-to-date information relevant to our school and our region. As you know this
information changes regularly. While I try to give you
up to date and relevant information, I don’t want to
overload you with information either. I am also weary
that guidelines are different for different regions.
Another thing to be weary of 
Because of our limited disruptions, learning
programmes have well and truly kicked into action. It
was great seeing Kawaka students venturing out of
school and extending their ‘classroom’ to include areas
of local significance. Areas visited by Kawaka included
our information Centre, Alexander West Redoubt,
Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society and Matakitaki Pa site.
This is a part of their core plus more learning where they are learning about their own identity
and that of our area.
Our new school mural – Below is our new school mural (just much smaller than what it will be
once erected). This school mural captures what our school is all about. That is, nurturing
connected, confident and capable learners during their time here at Pirongia School. Guiding our
learners through their journey (as they venture along the track) are our school wide values ‘on
track’. You will see that our house groups are represented as are the capabilities that we are
teaching our children. (They are in the back-pack). We look forward to this mural being erected
later this term!

EXTRA BITS and PIECES
Drop of and Pick up Zone – This area is an ideal place to pick up and drop off. In the afternoons
there are some things to be mindful of. Here are just 3 simple reminders that we ask you to
adhere to.

If the drop of bay is full of cars, please do not sit out on the road with
your blinker on. This causes major traffic jams on Beechey
street.

Please do the pickup
as quick as possible i.e
keep the line moving.
Thanks to those people at the front of the line that
move on out of the way when children are late
coming out of class.
Dress up day next week – Next Thursday, we would
love children to join in on some fun. Come dressed
in your brightest clothes on Thursday and be ready
for some fun on the field at lunch time.

Sun Hats - Our school has a sun smart policy in place
which means that we wear sunhats in terms one and four. This can be a school hat or one from
home. We just require it to be a full brimmed hat. Children without a hat
will need to play under the shade during break times.
Clothing for school – We really appreciate the support in ensuring your
child/ren wears appropriate clothing for school. By appropriate, we mean
sun smart, comfortable, suitable for active activities and age appropriate.

Out of Zone Enrolments -

It is expected that in Term 2 of
2022, we will have 6 spaces available for Out of Zone Enrolments. These spaces are in our year
7/8 cohort. If you are wishing to attend Pirongia School, but live out of the ‘home zone’, please
contact the office so an Expression of Interest form can be supplied to you. All expressions of
interest forms must be back to the office by 3pm Friday 18th March, 2022. (A ballot process may
be required if the number of expressions received outweigh the number of plAaces available).
Have a great week,
Kelly Bicknell
Principal

Explaining COVID-I9 contacts (Phase 2)
Updated 23/2/22 for Waikato requirements
What is the difference between a Positive Case, Household/Whānau of a Positive Case and a Close
Contact?
Positive Case - Someone who has tested positive for COVID-19
Household/Whānau Contact - People who live in your house with you
Close Contact - Someone who has had contact with a person with COVID 19 when they were infectious

You test positive for
COVID-19

You are a Household /
Whānau contact who
lives with a positive case
of COVID-19

You are a close contact of a positive case of
COVID-19

If you are a close
contact

If you are a
Household / Whānau
contact of a close
contact
All other members of the
household / whānau can
continue as normal
monitoring for symptoms

Self-isolate for 10 days
from when you receive
your positive PCR test
result

Self-isolate for up to 10 days

Close contacts must isolate
for 7 days from the last
contact with a positive case

Provide all necessary
information to contact
tracers to help them
identify other close
contacts

PCR tests on Day 3 and Day
8

PCR test on Day 5

No further tests required
unless directed to

You can stop isolating and
return to normal life once you
have received a negative Day
8 test and the 10 days have
passed

You can stop isolating and
return to normal life once
you have received a
negative PCR Day 5 test
and the 7 days have
passed

You can stop isolating
and return to normal life
once the 10 days have
passed from your positive
test result

You will be notified of your
test result (negative or
positive) by text

You will be notified of your
test result (negative or
positive) by text

If you develop any
symptoms you should
get a test

Do I need to provide anything before my child is able to return to school?
Positive Case - Nothing needs to be provided. Your child can return to school once their isolation period is completed and have
been symptom free for 72 hours.
Household Contact - Negative Day 8 test result shared with school, return to school on day 11.

If my child is a close contact, does the rest of our household also need to isolate?
No, not for our region. We have received official direction from the Waikato Regional Health Board & Ministry of Education that
this no longer applies to the Waikato region.
Please note: the Covid19 website still says that other household members of close contacts are casual contacts, and also need
to isolate for 5 days, but this does not apply to the Waikato/Auckland areas.

A member of our household is a close contact. Can my child still attend school?
Yes, as above. Your child is able to attend school.

A

You will be contacted by our school.
If we find out during the school day, you will be asked to
collect your child from school.
Your child will have all of their learning from home material
when collected.
You will be provided with information around close contacts.
This will always be done in a calm and kind manner.

If a student is unwell, there is no expectation for them to do any work. Obviously
this also stands for our teachers.

If there are situations where staff are isolating as well as a class, we will shift to a
complete distance learning programme. (similar to what we have seen in the past
during lockdowns with daily class and group lessons via zoom).

Our senior students in Kahikatea and Kawaka frequently work from the Hapara
online learning platform. This will continue to be their main platform while
learning from home. If you have connectivity issues, we can provide a learning
pack to come home.

If a student doesn't have access to a device at home, school can provide one as
they head into the isolation period. This enables our learners to access all our
usual online learning programmes utilised in the classroom eg Maths-buddy.

Our children in Rata and Tawa will be provided with a hard learning pack so that
they can learn/work at home. This will include a range of learning activities.

How do we
work out who is
a close contact
or a casual
contact at
school?

As of
YESTERDAY,
there were
changes for
schools in
WAIKATO/
AUCKLAND and
how they are to
IDENTIFY
CLOSE
CONTACTS

A

As we work through this current Covid situation, we will keep you informed about any changes and developments.
There are a few of these! On behalf of my team, we appreciate your ongoing support and cooperation.

Q

A

How do you find out
if your child is a
close contact due to
a positive case at
school?

Please note....
Learning from home
and how it will look
depends on a
number of factors.
The main being the
status of the class
teacher.

How does our school
support learning
from home
when a child is
needing to isolate
due to being a
positive case or a
close contact.?

Q

It is likely that whole classes will not need to isolate at the same time due to the
changes made to how close contacts at school are determined.

We are in RED light - PHASE 2

Q

Some of the
considerations are:
was the positive
case wearing a
mask?
time spent in
certain locations.
size of room etc
ventilation
type of activity
interactions
between the case
and other people

The MOH outlines
how we make
decisions on who are
close contacts and who
are casual.

The changes made by
Ministry of Health
yesterday, in relation
to close contacts, has
reduced the number of
children likely to be
identified as a close
contact of a positive
case at school.
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Tautoko t t tou kaitautoko/Please support our Sponsors

Professional tree care & maintenance, large tree specialists,
all aspects of tree pruning, safe tree/stump removal,
hazardous/storm damaged trees, tree/shrub planting

PROVIDING QUALITY PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
AND FRIENDLY SERVICE TO
FARMERS AND RURAL BUSINESSES

1000 Franklin St Pirongia
07 871 9131

Wed – Sun 10am – 4pm

CYCAD S, NZ ART & GIFTS

Ph 0274 176 379

