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Kia ora - A special welcome to our students, families and school community 

 

Kia ora Pirongia whānau! 

Without a doubt, Covid-19 is at Pirongia School.  It is a highly contagious virus and therefore 

moving quickly throughout the school.  I will continue to update via emails and school newsletters 
the ‘big picture’ so that you feel informed.  Please note the updated changes to isolation periods 
on my Covid Poster. We aim to keep school operating as we know 
it and will be able to do this as long as our staff are isolating in 
manageable numbers.  This of course is an unknown so we are 
taking it week by week.  There will need to be pragmatic decisions 
made along the way to ensure that our staff’s health is not 
compromised (which would then have an impact on our school, 
and their own families).  One of these pragmatic decisions is to 
postpone our Learning Conferences.  This is explained in much 
greater detail below. It’s been great to have already welcomed 
back students to school who have completed isolation periods.  I 
myself am looking forward to being back on deck next Monday 
also.  I have been knocked hard by this virus (not sure why) but 
let’s just say it took all 10 days to recover!   

Senior Swimming Sports Day - Although we were down 

on numbers, the children who were at school participated with enthusiasm and gusto!  The races 
were fiercely contested.  Thanks 
to Miss Muckle and her team of 
helpers for pulling of another 
great event.  Thanks also to the 
parents who managed to get 

down and support!  A list of 

results can be found in this 
newsletter.  Congratulations to 
students who won their finals!  

Congratulations - The Agri 

Kids competition is an event 
held each year that tests children’s knowledge of agriculture, horticulture and everything 
in between.  Unfortunately, I couldn’t attend as I was in isolation but after hearing how 
much our children enjoyed the event, it made me think if we could somehow have a 
similar event here at school perhaps around the time of AG Day?  Congratulations to the 
students who participated!   Please find over the page, an in-depth summary of the day! 

***************************************************************************************** 

Learning Conference Information - Deferred to early Term 2. 

Due to the Covid-19 outbreak, we have a considerable amount of families isolating and unable to 

attend our conferences. (about 1/3 of our families).  We can also not be sure as to how many 

teachers will be away next week.  This week it was four.   We looked at various options regarding 

the Learning Conferences early this week and evaluated the Pros and Cons for each option.  The 

solution that was most sensible and logical, given the current situation, was to move our learning 

conferences to term 2.    

Until then, please contact your child’s teacher via email if there is something you wish to discuss.  

We can follow up with a phone call if needed .   

****************************************************************************** 

Nurturing Confident, Connected and Capable Learners 



 
 

Out of Zone Enrolments -   It is expected that in Term 2 of 2022, we will have 6 spaces available for 

Out of Zone Enrolments. These spaces are in our year 7/8 cohort. If you are wishing to attend 

Pirongia School, but live out of the ‘home zone’, please contact the office so an Expression of 

Interest form can be supplied to you.  All expressions of interest forms must be back to the office 

by 3pm Friday 18th March, 2022. (A ballot process may be required if the number of expressions 

received exceed the number of places available).  

 

Fun in the sun! – I’ll finish this week’s newsletter with a quick visual summary of our dress up 

day last week.  At lunch time, there were many fun activities out on the field (all student led).  

Loud music, flips, dancing, obstacles, sack races, colouring competitions and a whole lot of fun.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a great week everyone. 

If you have Covid-19 in your household at the moment, take care and recover well. 

Kelly Bicknell - Principal 
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Positive Cases - Note the change.
Isolate for 7 days with all household 

members
Can return on Day 8 if well & symptom free.   
If a positive case is still showing symptoms 

after 7 days, please stay at home until 
symptom free. 

Pirongia School
Community Update

Wednesday 9/3/22

Household Contacts - Note the change.
Isolate for 7 days because someone in their 

house has tested positive.
Contacts test on Day 3 & Day 7.

Can return on Day 8 if well & symptom free.
If a household contact becomes positive, 

they (positive case) are required to isolate for 
seven days from that point.

PLEASE MONITOR FOR 
SYMPTOMS…..

AND KEEP US UPDATED HERE AT 
SCHOOL BY CONTACTING THE 

SCHOOL OFFICE. 
office@pirongia.school.nz

 If your family is impacted by Covid-19 at the moment, please take care and recover well.

Feel free to contact me with any questions.  kbicknell@pirongia.school.nz
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Staff currently isolating 
4 Teachers

1 member of our Support Staff

Students away from school 
This number is a combination of our 
positive cases, household contacts, 

students with immune compromised 
health conditions (staying away from 

school) and students who are 
experiencing other medical issues (not 

Covid related).
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Bounty Hunters: Is this bike safe? 

Last weekend 21 teams 

from all over the Waikato/

BOP   region competed in 

the AGriKids Young 

Farmers competition.  

Proudly, Pirongia School 

had representation in 

three enthusiastic teams: ‘RD-Sixers’ with Liam Hodgson, 

(and Archie Keelty- a former Pirongia student), ‘Full Throttle’ 

with Obie Keelty, Austin Florence & Rayner Johnson and 

‘Bounty Hunters’ with Cooper Brown & William Earwaker 

(and Digby Keelty also originally from Pirongia). 

It was a beautiful Autumn morning and a crisp start to the 

day! Each team was made up of three contestants. They 

had to first compete in 7 six-minute modules that are a mix 

of practical and theoretical challenges. After three rounds 

the top 7 teams continue to the ‘Race Off’. All  three of our 

teams competed fiercely for a top spot with the RD-Sixers 

making it through to 2nd round. 

The ‘Race Off’ section was seriously INTENSE. Again a mix 

of brain and brawn were necessary as participants had to 

use team work to figure out what tasks required accuracy 

and those that required speed alone. The RD-Sixers fought 

hard and with a few mechanical errors still managed 2nd. 

From there, a nervous wait as points from both rounds were calculated. Congratulations to Liam 

Hodgson who's team was awarded the Waikato/ BOP winners!! The RD-Sixers proceed to 

the   National competition which is held in Whangarei in July this year. 

Fitting a bridle 

Break fencing 

Full Throttle 
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Tautoko tĈ tĈtou kaitautoko/Please support our Sponsors 

 

PROVIDING QUALITY PROFESSIONAL ADVICE�
AND FRIENDLY SERVICE TO  

FARMERS AND RURAL BUSINESSES 
WůĞĂƐĞ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�ƵƐ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ĨƌĞĞ͕�ŶŽ�ŽďůŝŐĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ�ƚŽ�
ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂů�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ  

KdKZK,�E'��K&&/��͗��Ϭϳ�ϴϳϯ�ϳϯϮϱ 
d���t�Dhdh�K&&/��͗��Ϭϳ�ϴϳϬ�ϭϴϴϴ 

&Z��W,KE�͗��ϬϴϬϬ�ϰϴϮ�ϵϮϴ�Žƌ�ϬϴϬϬ�ϰ�d�y�d/KE� 

1000 Franklin St Pirongia
07 871 9131

Wed – Sun 10am – 4pm

CYCADS, NZ ART & GIFTS

 

 

Professional tree care & maintenance, large tree specialists, 
all aspects of tree pruning, safe tree/stump removal,            
hazardous/storm damaged trees, tree/shrub planting 

Ph 0274 176 379 

�ůŝƉ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂĚǀĞƌƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ 
KE��&Z���</�^�D��>^�ǁŝƚŚ�ŽŶĞ�Žƌ�ŵŽƌĞ ĚŝŶŝŶŐ�

ĂĚƵůƚƐ�;s�>/��&KZ�ϮϬϮϮͿ 
ϴϭϱ�&ƌĂŶŬůŝŶ�^ƚƌĞĞƚ͕� 

WŝƌŽŶŐŝĂ͕� 
WŚŽŶĞ�Ϭϳ�ϴϳϭ�ϵϴϯϴ 


